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KLEIN 2004 YAMAHA R1

TS JUST

A BLOCK

CONNECTOR.
BUT IT MAKES
THIS R1 RACER
ROAD-LEGAL
IN 15 MINUTES
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'‘ou have to hand it to the Germans. They know how to put on a show. We're
in Hockenheim as guests of PS magazine's annual Tuner GP, and it's some
kind of paradise. Blistering weather. Magnificent food. Cold, refreshing
beer served in earthenware tankards. And ten Fi-spec pit garages awash
with fast, trick German specials. We're drawn to one very special R1.

It buerms out 1o be built by Yamaha dealer Dominae Blein, who kst vear put wogether perbiaps the finest

FZ1 inthe world, The owner is 36 -year-old Sven Kuhn, a special castomer at K

in Yamaha - spectal
encngh to have wangled alot afthe parts on this bike at cost. Which is honw, swhen we ask if we can havea
g0, Domibmnic answers “Sure’ without even bothering tocheck with Swen over on the other side of the
garage. Heowes me one, the man savs, grinning. e

Beside mewas to have been the Banon whio, as master of the Niirburgring, is PB's albocated German test
rider. But his excellency isindisposed, victim of yet another car Auid spillage on that most lethal of
circuits, In his place is Andy Carlile, riding companion of the Baron and, quite possibly, new lap recond
holder at Tm M. Which he's done on his own 2004 B

".‘s'qmn-r-*.rr the bike, figuring ous the ratiomale for ke details, pestering its creator with questions
It loodes kikee @ racer, but the headlights xre real enough, and the fairing wearsa couple of iny indicators
."\\'«:’:lr.'fq‘ﬁ'.;lnk Twanted a fast track bike which conld be road k-j:.sl in 15 minutes,

Comeoffit. The bike hasloud pipes, slicks and no numberplate,

"M, it's possible. 1l show you, He produces a pairof removable batiles for the Micron silencers. They

fix in with one screw each. Tyres are sorted with aspare set af wheels. But the legal stuifat the back? Sven

beckons us over toavan, and slides open the door. An entire mumberplate, tafl ight and indicator

assembly clips onto the back end and secures with foar screws
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Surely, in the kand of TOV homologation, they'll get you nicked? 'It's
18] pmhh:m,' e insasts, If'||,'f. meet '\'hl_‘Il,'.L".I,\I,}'.-;'Il'I'\ ¥

Damingc confirms this. 'Ondy the horsepower isabit dodgy, 3 M




because ofthe extraemissions and nodse. The bike's paperssay 1735
(170, 5bhg, awd mao 2004 Yameahas made that masch as standard, This bike
has 1BOPS, 50" Say nomore. No copper s going to know the difference

Theengine work is senssble stuff that leaves the bottom
end alone, “Sven wanted a guick race bike where you don't
have to change the engine every year. So it makes power, but
ot at the cost of reliability, Klein explains. Partofthat brief

led to the thinper 5320 chain conversion. "It's lighter and costs

less power, 50 more goes to the rear wheel' st safe tousea
chain that skinmy ona bike churning out so much tonque?
‘Tt's safe, o problem. Tt just wears alittle faster”

Swen wasabso after what Domindc describes as, very
exclusive suspension.” The race spec Ohilins gear and
Japanese Galespeed wheds cost more thana stock R, bt
it'sthe smaller things you find yourself pondering. Fully
adjustable bars, footrests and bever controls, even down toa
variable rear master cylinder ratio and gearchange toe-peg,

Three bolts per beg on the BEG bottom yolee. Ratthy, wany

{ bt imv s oo weary) cast krom brake rotors. A skedetal rear
brake disc that looks like the kind of thing Death would
have on hischopper. A one-off radlatos by Boeckers, revered
in Csermanyas the man o fashion such things. A carbon-
weave skin on the frame which, up close, resembles theskin
ofa komodo dragon. Withthe black silicone sealer around
the intake pipesand unpainted ghass fibre fairing it bends the
bikeaslightly shabby, but parposeful air."Nobike is crash
proaf, but thisoneis definitely slither proof] observes Andy.
It needs tobe, Besides pottering down to the shops, the bike
gets used for fun at Hockenheim, the Nirburgring GP
circuit, Annean du Rhin, Magoy Coursand Zandvoort.

There's one more detail:aquick-action throttbe deliversall
1775 rear wheel horsepower in aneighth ofa tum. Andy's
eves glitter. Mo fucking about,” he deduces. Time fora spin

The track sessbon's only 20 minutes, but Andy is wringing
wet with sweat from the grip of the Bridgestone slicks. “That
isavery Bast motarcycle, but it's casily controllable. With the
power and quick-sction throttle you short-shiftalot,

WANT OME?

Klein Yamaha can supply
or busid anything you see
on this bike apart from the
fromt discs and exhaust,
both of which are now
extinct There'salotof
exotic stuff inthis R1.

‘We don't have an
intermat shop, butan
e=madl or tax in English is
finn,' says Kledn, Fax 0049
BA31 TOT121 orvisit
yampha-kioinda,

For BKG parts, visit

particularty in the Parsbalica (a long, through-the-gears left hander),
where you end ugp flat in sixth. Hehas the gearing spot-on. It's not quite
revvingout in top at theend of the Parabolica, but if i was my bikeall it
woaibd need woukd bea bit more theottle.

“The quickshifter is very sensitive. You have o conscioushy

keep your foot away from the lever, 5o your foot isskimming
the road on kefts - unkess vou want to change gear. Aftera
couple of laps [ got used toit. [ can't say U'm that impressed
with the feel from the discs, though: if somebody told me they
werne original Yamaha equipment ['d believe them.

‘It feels very wide with the way the bars are set up, but it
doesn’t hali vumn casily. The stock R1 is fine, just a listhe heay
te et over the rid-point. This one flips over real nice,

‘Tehink Dominic’s buil a rece bike with just enough
manners o msake i veable 1o the puband back. | just want io
| tnke it bome with me right now, and get used it @




